

















A Method for them to do it by. 


If they would do it honeftly, it uw believed the Trade to France, even ia that very Year of 1574, would 


appear to be to our Advantage.., 


If they are afraid to do thw fairly, the Mercator muy do it for them. 
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HE lat MERCATOR entered a little up- 
on the Advantage of any Trade, which Em- 
ploys our Shipping ; it fsems by our prefent 
Difpute, that our People have not a true 

Notion among them of the great Advantagegwhich our 
Navigation is to the Kingdom, and therefore it muft be 
of fome Ufe to them to explain it a little; and fome 
Truths may be laid down from this Principle, which, 
it may be, are not much thought of among us, aad, 
which for want of: being fo thought of, other things 
equally true, which are f{upported by thofe Truths, feem 
ftrange and monftrous to us at firft Sight. 

To ‘bring this home to the Trade, between Great- 
Britain and France, our People, who have been full of 
the Calculations of the Exports and Imports between 
us and the French, are taught by cher darty-Leaders to 
make loud Complaints, that the Imports of French 
Goods from France hither, over-ballance the Exports 
of Englith Goods from us to them; and great Pains 
have been taken to make this out to them: Some of 
the Methods of doing which, have not been very ho- 
neft, as has been fully proved by the MERCATOR. 

But thefe People have taken no Notice,,of what 


however is moft demonftrably true, and well known to’ 


thofe, who know any thing of the French Trade, (viz.) 


That al} this Trade is carryed on both out and home in 


our OWN SHIPPING; if there is now and then a 
fmall French Bark feen in any of our Ports, it is not 
‘One to Thirty, perhaps not One to Fifty of the Num- 
ber of our Ships, which go thither. ~ 

The Effect of this, is what has been hinted once be- 
fore in the MERCATOR, but requires,that it be 
fpoken to again more largely, (viz.) That it quite turns 
the Scale of the Ballance of Trade; and as the Freight 

-is paid upon our Goods outward, all by the French, fo 
that part of it is all Gain’d by the Britifh, and Gain’d 
by that Article of al] our Commerce, which it is moft 
to the Advantage of Great-Britain to Gain by, (viz.) 
Our Navigation. 

As to our Freight from France, it is true, it is paid 
by our felves; but then, it is to be confidered, that by 
that Payment, and confequently by the French Trade, 
our Navigation is fo much Employed, which Employ- 
ment of our Shipping, it muft be allowed, Employs 
great Numbers of Families, and encourages fo many 
other Trades, that it is not to be equalled by any Parti- 
cular,in which the Nation is Employ’d, unlefs we. fet 
the whole Woollen Manufacture againft it. 


It is not eafie to come at the exa& Number of Ship- 
ping,that the French Trade Employs, and Number of 
Voyages, which thofe Ships make: We have feen,what 
a prodigious Number have entered at the Port of Dun 
kirk in a fhort and inconfiderable time; and it is»eafie 
to give an Account of feveral Ships, who, as well be- 
fore, as fince that time, have made feven, eight, of 


nine Voyages each, in as fhort a of time as they 
ort with Corn and 
f ; 
“J 


could be made in to the fame 
Coal. ' oat, mryp : 

It is true, and the Oppofers of the Frerich Tradedo 
not fail to make ufe of it in their Arguments, that the 
French do not always want Cofn from us, but, on the 
other hand, it is true,that they often do ; and thag 
when they do it, it is a prodigious Advantage to Great- 
Brirain, both as to the Corn it felf, which ir is always 
our Gain to Export; and as to the Shipping which cars 
ries it, the Freight whereof is all paid to the Britith by 
the French, to the Advantage of the Publick Stock’ of 
this Kingdoin. 

Let the Advantage of the prefent Year be caft up; 
let the Oppofers of the Treaty tell the World, what 
has been our'Gainthis Year by the Export of Corn 
only, and the Freights. of the Shippinggwhich” have 
carryed it, they will find, that it is richly “worth while 
for us to Trade with any Nation, who may ‘but now 
al then have fuch a Demand of Corn from us, and 
who, whatever they do Demand, pay us for carrying 
it.to them. 

Thefe People, no Queftion, are afhamed to give this 
Account, it would rife fo high: They would find above 
Four hundred Freights or Ship-Loads of Corn entered in- 
the Port of Dunkirk, much more at the two Ports of 
Diep and St. Vallery: At Bourdeaux ‘the Quantity of 
Corn has been fo great which we have carried, -that iit 
has more than fupplied the Country, and glutted the 
Market : At Rochel, St. Malo, Breft, and other Ports, 
the like has been in Proportion. 

If all the Corn we can Export is clear Gain to the 
Publick Stock, which isa Maxim in Trade,that every 
one allows ; and all the Freight of the Shipping 
is paid by the French, and is alfo clear Gain to: 
this Kingdom, being the Produce of our Seamens 
Labour ; What a Gain muft we have made this Yeap! 
by the French Trade? And what a Gain {hall 
we make by them every Year, when they happen 
to have a bad Harveft, which is known to be very 
ofien ? egieie 
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Commerce Retrieved, 
From Saturday, September 12. to CuelDay, September 15.1713. 
The People of Britain have m Notion of the Advantage of our Shipping and Navigation in the Fretich 
Commerce. | : 
. The Oppofers of the Treaty have always wifely omitted to mention it. Se ae 
Our Shipping employs our People as much, and equally gainfub to ws, as any Bufinefs we carry on, 
The Oppofers of the Treaty invited to draw a right, fair, and honest Scheme, inftead of the falfe Scheme . 
they once produced. : aie 
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Mut to layafide this part, which is lefs certain: The 
DFrigation of the whole Prench Trade is our own, and 
papme Profit of the Navigation makes fo confiderable an 


>= - Articledn the Ballance of Trade, that it ought to be al- 


ways confidered,when the French Trade is mentioned. 

But in our prefent Debates, this part has been en- 
tirely left out; indeed the Oppofers were too Wife, 
aiid knew\too well the Weight of it, to fay any thing 
of it, till they fhould be obliged to it; and now it is 
thus mentioned, it may be they may fee caufe to fay as 
little to'the purpofe, as has been faid in other Cafes. 

Into this Article of Shipping, muft alfo be Accounted 

thofe Ships, or a proportion of that Shipping, which 
is Employed by Great-Britain in fetching all thofe Fo- 
reign Goods,which are Re-exported to Ftance by us, 
as well from Turkey, Asch-Angel, the Baltick, Africa, 
Spain, and the Eaft-Indies, as trom our own Planta- 
tions : For Example, It 5 or 10 Thoufand Hogtheads 
of Tobacco fhould be Exported Annually to Fraice, as 
its not doubted will be the Cafe, perhaps much morc, 
all the Shipping afid Seamen Employed in bringing that 
Tobacco from Virginia, is in effect paid by the French, 
and muft be placed to the Account of Shipping Em- 
loyed by the French Trade: And the like of all our 
_ Re-exported Goods. | 

Again, in our Fifhery: It has appeared by our 
Cufiom-houfe Books, that near 20000 Barrels of Fith, 
(viz.) Herrings, Pilchards, Salmon, and Mackrell, befides 
Cod, has becn Exported from England to France in a 
Year; and the Letters from Scotland, formerly Pub- 
liflhed in the MERCATOR, fay twice that Quan- 
tity have gone from Scotland, in Herring and Salmon 
only, ina Year: If this be fo, all the Shipping and 
Seamen Employed in Catching and Curing that Quan- 
tity of Fifhy are likewife paid by the French, as well 
as the Freight of thofe Ships,which carryed the fame 
to France ; and muft be all placed to the Account of 
Shipping Employed by the French Trade, as above. 

If the People,who talk fo loud of our Lofs by the 
French Trade, would think it proper to add thefe things 
to their fallacious Scheme, ash put in the Particulars of 
Goodsywhich they se ai left out of the Exports, 
( viz. )*the quantities of Englifh Goods Exported at the 
Out-Ports, the quantities foully omitted in the Account 
of the London Exports, which they gave falfe, and the 
quantities of foreign Goods Re-Exported; and then on 
the other hand reduce the Impayts to what they really 


were, and to what appears by the Cuftom-houfe Books, - 


and add to the whole a true Account of the Gain made 
to England by the Shipping of the whole and the Em- 
ployment of Seamen: Let them but do this fairly and 
impartially, and we need go no farther than the true 
Ballance of that very Year for a View of the French 
Trade; they need not cal! upon us to thew an Account 
of the Year, the Cuflom-houfe will do it for them: 
And if they are.afraid to let a true Scheme be feen be- 
caufe they ay afraid of expofing their old one, ina 
eanvenient Seafon 1t may be done for them. 

All the MERCATOR defires of the People con- 
cern’d in the old Account given, called the SCHEME, 
in order to ftate fuch an Account of the French Trade 
for that Year, or any other, is this repeated. 

a. Let then give a true Account of the Exports of 
Englith Goods in the Port of London, fuch as the 
Commiflioners of the Cuftoms, who have declared tlicir 
old Scheme to be falfe, will own to be true. 

2. Let them add the Ex;ots from the Out-Ports, 
not by.a, general. Guefs or Calculation, as they did it 
before for their own Advantage, bur likewife from the 
true Acceunt in the Books ‘of the Cuflom-houfe as 
aforefaid. 

3. Let them add a true Account of all the Re-expor- 
ted Goodsywhich were fent from England, after they 
had, been firft Landed here from other Parts, a thing 
they wholly omitted before. 

ge Let them put a fairValuation upen the faid Goods 
Exported, adding Ten per Cent. for tlie Profit of the 





Sale in France, as was explained MERCATOR 
No. 48. the Sale being allowed to be generally for our 
Accounts. 

5- Let them add the Freight of the Shipping, as it is 
flated above both from England to France, and from 
other Countries to England, the fame being wholly paid 
by France, and gain’d by the Englifh as above. 


This on the fide of Exportations to France. 


On the Credit fide of the Account, being our Im- 

portations from France. 

1. Let them reduce rhe Quantities of the Goods Im- 
ported from what they had alledged them to be, to what 
they really were, by the Cuftom-honfe Accounts, as 
well for the Out-Ports as the Port of‘London. 

2. Let them reduce the Value from what imaginary 
Rates they have put on them, to what they were rated 
at in the Cuftom-houfe Books ( for thofe which were 
fo rated) and to what the Merchant gave for them in 
France for other Goodsgwhich muft be Rate, the Freight 
&c. being paid by us. Further, upon the Foot of the 
Account, let them, : 

I. Juftly eftimate the Employment of our Shipping 
in bringing the Goods; which, though paid by our 
felves, is infinitely our Advantage: And, 

2. Make a reafonable Allowance for the Medium of 
Corn Exported,when.a dear Year happens in France ; 
fuppote it'to be once in 7 Years, or 10 Years, as they 
pleafe. | | 

Let the Oppofers of the Treaty of Commerce, who 
infift upon it,that our Trade to France was to the Lofs 
of England in the Year 1674, do all thefe things iuftly, 
impartially, and as Right requires, and the “ERC_Z.- 
TOR would almoft appeal to themfelves for the An- 
fwer, Who was Gainers by the Years Trade: and be- 
lieves that a fairer Offer cannot be micde them. 

‘To conclude this Paper, it may be ufeful to lay down 
three genegal Obfervations relating to what has been 
faid of the Advantage of Employing our Shipning; to 
which, more may be faid in the next MERCATOR, 

1. That foreign Trade, which would otherwife he 
carried on to the Difadvantage of a Nation, as to the 
aoe x Trade, er yet be turned to their Advan- 
tage, by being wholly carried on in their O 
SHIPPIN G ee 

2. That Trade,which on the other hand would be to 
their Advantage in Ballance, may be to their Lofs, if 
carried on in the Shipping of another Nation. . 

3. That Nationgwhich has or employs no Shipping 
of their own in any , particular Trade, maintains the 
Shipping of that Nation,which Trade with them,as far 
as that Trade Employs them. : 

Thefe Things are a Foundation of fomething to be 
fiid hereafter, by whith the Seamen, Merchants, and 
Owners of Ships, may be informed, how far they are 
concerned,that the Treaty of Commerce fhould be made 


EFFECTUAL. 





ADVERTISEMENTS. 
Jut Fublithd, 


R Eafons concerning the immediate Demolifhing of 
Dunkirk: Being a ferious Enquiry into the State 
and Condition of that Affair. Printed for Jolin Mor- 
phew near Stationers-Hall. Price 6 d. 
F HE Poll of the Livery-Men of the City of Lon- 
don, at the Election for Members of Parliament: 
Begun Monday, October the oth, 1710. and ended the 
Saturday followiag. Shewing who each Perfon Poll’d 
for. The Names of thofe that did not Poll. And the 
Objections made at the Scrutiny. Compar’d with the 
Clerks Lifts of the feveral Companics deliver’ on 
Oath to the Right Honourable Sir Samuel Garrard, 
Bart. Lord-Mayor. The Whole being a Complear Lift 
of the Livery. Printed for John Morphew, near Sta- 
tioners-Hall. Price 1s. 
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